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23 January 1975

MEMORANDUM

Identification of Warsaw Pact
Nuclear Delivery Aircraft

ggnclusions

1. The size of the nuclecar strike clements of
Warsaw Pact Frontal Aviation cvidently is wmore de-
pendent on pilot training and qualifications than
aircraft characteristics Although there are about
700 Soviet aircraft in t  NATO Guidelines Area
(NGA) assigned to units ..at have a nuclear rnle,
recent intelligence information and analysis indi-
cates that only some 300 of the pilots in these
units are--according to Soviet standards--qualified
to fly nuclear strikes. As such, the Pact apparently
does not have a group of specially dedicated or con-
figured aircraft in the NGA that is directly comparable
to NATO'S nuclear dedicated air forces. This seriously
complicates the problem of identifyinc and enumerating
Pact nuclear air elements if they are to be considered
for arms control purposes.
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| 5. Recent.Pact‘defectors have also testified
N that.; nucle:.nt delivery within Soviet tactical air
\ regiments is 1 "squadron" mission. |
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Implications %

6. Most Warsaw Pact combal aircraft in thoe NATO
Guidelines Area are probably technically capable of |
delivering nuclear weapons (sce figure 1).*  However,
only some 700 of these aircraft arce ass’gned to units
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The significoncoe

of the now analysis 1s that according to Soviet
standards only a portion of the pilots in these
units-~perhaps 300 in all--are qualified to f£ly nuclear
strike missions.
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7. This conclusion has impartant arms-control
implicatirrs. It indicates that the Warsaw Pact probabiy
does not have a group of specially dedicated and confiqgured
aircraft for nuclear delivery that compares to NALO's
nuclear dedicatzd air forces. NATO assigns particularx
aircraft nuclear missions and fits them with unique

oo nuclear weapons control devices. In contrast, the

D Warsaw Pact apparently assigns nuclear missions to

AR particular pilots in its tactical air units rather than
ol aircraft.

8. Accordingly, the task of isolating those
elements of Pact tactical aviation carmarked for the
nuclear delivery mission to serve as tic basis for
reductions or ceilings on tactical nuclear weapons is ‘
seriously complicated. ;
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Figure 1

Pact Nuclear Delivery Air Forces
in the NATO Guidelines Area
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